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‘Respect’ 

 

 
Tennis is a unique sport in many ways, not the least of which is the high 
level of sportsmanship, character, discipline, and commitment required to 
play competitively. Every member of the boys tennis team is required to 
show respect at all times during practice, matches, and anytime you are 
representing SHS on and off the court: 
 
 

Your Opponent - you can only reach your full potential when you 
compete against quality opponents and you must respect them by 
your sportsmanship, calls, behavior and actions as well as always 
providing your absolute best effort. 
 
Your Sport - tennis must be played with the highest level of honor, 
honesty, integrity, and courtesy. No other sport demands so much 
from you or reveals your true character better. 
 
Your Team - the success of the team depends on your support, a 
willingness to help develop other players, and being a role model 
for your teammates. Be dependable, be a friend, and be a leader. 
 
Yourself - you must commit to hard work, be willing to learn, be 
determined to practice and play at your highest level, and treat 
your body and academic work in a way that keeps you competing 
and playing by making good lifestyle decisions. 



 

Welcome and thank you for your support this season. We are delighted to 
have you as a part of our Bearcat team. This handbook contains the rules 
and expectations for the student-athletes and parents involved with 
Scottsbluff High School Tennis. This is a ‘no-cut’ team with all eligible stu-
dent athletes welcome to participate. 

As a member of the Bearcat tennis team, you will be expected to conduct 
yourself as a role model that will reflect positively on your school, family, 
coaches, and community. The foundation of our success is a clear under-
standing of the processes and expectations of the coaching staff, student-
athletes, parents and supporters of Bearcat Tennis.  

Athletics provide experiences that will help students physically, mentally, 
socially and emotionally. Promoting sportsmanship at all levels instills 
pride, reinforces sound value structure, and enhances the individual’s self-
image, as well as the image of SHS and the community.  

Please contact Coaches Emerick, Bolish, or Liptac with any questions or 
concerns. We are looking forward to the upcoming season and hope it is 
both fun and rewarding!   

Welcome to Scottsbluff High School 
Boys Tennis  

“Tennis taught me so 
many lessons in life. 
One of the things it 
taught me is that eve-
ry ball that comes to 
me, I have to make a 
decision. I have to 
accept responsibility 
for the consequences 
every time I hit a ball.” 

Billie Jean King 

““The fundamental 
doesn’t change, the 
speed at which one 
has to execute a fun-
damental changes."  

John Wooden 

Darren Emerick 

 (308) 279-0509 

 westnetennisclub@gmail.com 

 

Hannah Liptac 

hliptac@sbps.net 

 
 

REMIND: (You’ll be added) 
 
 

Facebook: /SHSBoysTennis 

 
 

Instagram: scottsbluffBoysTennis 

STAY IN TOUCH! 



Rules and Expectations 
 

Practice 
You are expected to be on time and ready for every practice.  If you have one unexcused absence 
from practice, you will not play in the next upcoming dual or tournament (whichever comes first).  If 
you have two unexcused absences, you may be dismissed from the team.  Excused absences or 
tardies could include, but not limited to, family emergency, Doctors appointment (parent or doctor 
note), make up work for a teacher (teacher note), and sitting out due to an injury (trainer note). If you 
are going to be late, you need to text coach before practice and provide a note upon return to prac-
tice. Three unexcused tardies equal one unexcused absence. 
 
Social Media 
If any team member uses social media in an inappropriate manner (photos, inappropriate comments 
etc.) they will be subject to consequences.  The high school administration will be informed immedi-
ately and together we will determine consequences.  If the team is playing out of town, the player’s 
cell phone will be taken away and we will keep it until we get back to Scottsbluff.  
   
Player Positions & Challenge Matches 
The varsity team consists of 6 players at #1 & #2 singles and #1 & #2 doubles for most of the Invites 
throughout the season and the State Tournament. When we play duals throughout the season, var-
sity could consist of anywhere from 6 to 12 players. Challenge matches may be played outside of 
team practice times with results reported to the coaches. Team positions will be determined by a 
combination of coach evaluation and depth chart, but will ultimately be set by the coaches. JV play-
ers will have the opportunity improve their spots as well. The coaching staff will determine the final 
roster for each dual and each invite.  The decision will be based upon the challenge matches, the 
player’s ability to follow the team’s rules and expectations, and the player’s coachability and effort in 
practice. 
 
Doubles Teams 
The pairing of doubles teams will be decided by the coaches and may change throughout the sea-
son. Skill level, age, and compatibility are factors in determining doubles teams.  
 
“Black Shirts” 
Players may earn a “Black Shirt” by winning any combination of 10 or more matches at #1 or #2 po-
sitions. They may also qualify by winning a minimum of 15 varsity matches at any position. 
 
Lettering  
A player may earn a letter if they compete in 8 varsity matches. 
 
State Tournament  
The State Tournament allows a total of 6 players at #1 & #2 singles and #1 & #2 doubles.  A player 
can qualify for the State Tournament if they compete in 8 varsity matches at any given one spot. If a 
player has competed in 8 matches at two different spots, it will be up to the coaching staff to make 
the final decision. 
 
    
 

 



“You are never really 
playing an opponent. 
You are playing your-
self, your own highest 
standards, and when 
you reach your limits, 
that is real joy.”      

Arthur Ashe 

"Losers have tons of 
variety. Champions 
just take pride in 
learning to hit the 
same old boring 
shots."  

Vic Braden 

We are Bearcat Tennis: 

We are #FEARLESS 

We are #FOCUSED 

We are #ALL-IN! 

“The Way You Play Tennis 

is 

the Way You Do Life!” 
 

Singles players step on the court alone. If they have a plan, have 
committed to practice and improvement, and have the will to suc-
ceed it won’t matter how windy it is, how bright the sun, how hot 
or cold. Your opponent doesn’t even matter much...it’s you 
against the ball.  

The mental toughness it takes to manage adversity, mastering 
your own doubts, learning to focus on the process and plan, will 
help you develop the same skills you will need to live a produc-
tive, happy life.  

Bearcat tennis is built on a successful foundation of mental tough-
ness, fitness and footwork, exceptional focus, and fearless play. 
Always remember that you are not just playing a match for your-
self...but for the team. After every competition you will be asked 
not if you won or lost, but how you represented Bearcat tennis, 
Scottsbluff high school, and our community! 

“The great part about 
tennis is you can't run 
out the clock.... As 
long as we were still 
playing, I had a 
chance.” 

Andre Agassi  



 

TENNIS ETIQUETTE 

 

Parent & Supporters  

 

Support every player on the Bearcat tennis team.  

Support your son by attending as many matches as possible, we love to have you 

there!  

Be considerate spectators. Cheering for opponent’s mistakes is unacceptable. 

Please cheer for your son’s and other Scottsbluff players’ successful shots, not 

against their opponents. There should never be cheering following an opponent’s 

double fault. Only Scottsbluff coaches may "communicate" with players during 

matches and only on change-overs; please refrain for ’coaching’ players during 

matches. Lines are IN (any part of them). Keep a good distance from the fence; it 

may be distracting to the players.  

You are a role model to your son and his teammates. Please respect this responsi-

bility and refrain from negative talk at home about teammates, or opponents. Fa-

cilitate the growth of tennis and our program by bringing your family and friends 

to support the tennis team.  

 

Athletes 

 

There are no officials, so players are responsible for making line calls on their 

side of the court. Respect your opponent and the sport. 

When a player is sure that the ball is out, he shouts “Out” so that everyone on the 

court hears him. If he isn’t sure if the ball is out, then he must play the ball as if it 

were in. It is the player’s responsibility to clearly announce the score every time 

prior to serving the ball into play. 

Regardless of winning or losing, players are to meet their opponents at the net, 

shake hands and thank them for the match. Be gracious in defeat and humble in 

victory.  

Failure to exhibit the highest degree of sportsmanship during a match may result 

in your coach forfeiting the match at his or her discretion. 

“Tennis is a perfect 
combination of violent 
action taking place in 
an atmosphere of to-
tal tranquility.” 

Billie Jean King  

“In what other sport 
are you your oppo-
nent’s official? Could 
you imagine a base-
ball player calling 
balls and strikes when 
he’s up to bat?” 

Coach Emerick 

"The greatest thing in 
life is to play tennis 
and win, the second 
greatest thing in life is 
to play tennis and 
lose.” 

Jimmy Connors  



 

 

Rick Myles, Superintendent 

1722 1
st

 Ave. 

Scottsbluff, NE  69361 

308-635-6200 

Or 

Wendy Kemling, Executive Director of Student Services 1722 1
st

 Ave. 

Scottsbluff, NE  69361 

308-635-6200 

 

For further information on notice of non-discrimination, vis 

 

Combined Non-Discrimination Notice (mandatory from OCR) 
 

The Scottsbluff Public School District does not discriminate on the basis of sex, disability, race, color, religion, veteran status, nation-
al or ethnic origin, marital status, pregnancy, childbirth or related medical condition, or other protected status in its programs and 
activities and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. The following people have been desig-
nated to handle inquiries regarding the non-discrimination policies: 

The OCR office for Nebraska is located at: 

 

Kansas City Office 

Office for Civil Rights 

U.S. Department of Education 

One Petticoat Lane 

601 E. 12
th

 St. RM 353 

Kansas City, MO 64106 
 

Telephone: 800-368-1019 

FAX: 816-426-3686; TDD: 800 368-1019 

Email: OCR.KansasCity@ed.gov 

The OCR National Headquarters is located at: 

 

U.S. Department of Education 
 

Office for Civil Rights 

Lyndon Baines Johnson Department of Education Bldg 

400 Maryland Avenue, SW 

Washington, DC 20202-1100 

Telephone: 800-421-3481 

FAX: 202-453-6012; TDD: 877-521-2172 

Email: OCR@ed.gov 

Scottsbluff High School Student and Parent Handbook 

SECTION XIII – NOTIFICATIONS TO PARENTS AND STUDENTS 

(Excerpted) 

mailto:OCR.KansasCity@ed.gov
mailto:OCR@ed.gov


 
 
If you believe that you have been discriminated against, you may make a claim that your rights have been denied. This claim or griev-
ance may be filed with the Superintendent of Schools. You will be asked to write down the actions, policies, or practices which you 

believe are discriminatory. You may obtain help from the Superintendent of Schools, 1722 1
st

 Avenue, Scottsbluff, Nebraska. Phone: 
635-6200, or anyone you believe is knowledgeable. 

 

Once you have filed your grievance, you will be asked to meet with those persons who would be involved in correcting the policies, 
practices, or programs that you believe are discriminatory. If there is agreement that you were discriminated against, corrective ac-
tion will be taken to restore your rights. If there is not agreement, you may appeal the grievance to a person with higher authority. 

 

You may also file a complaint of illegal discrimination with the Office for Civil Rights, Department of Health, Education and Welfare, 
Washington, DC, at the same time you file the grievance, during or after use of the grievance process, or without using the griev-
ance process at all. If you file your complaint with the Office of Civil Rights, you must file it in writing no later than 180 days after the 
occurrence of the possible discrimination. In preparing your grievance you should give thought to the following: 
 

The exact nature of the grievance - how you believe you may have been discriminated against, and any person you believe 
may be responsible. 

Date, time and place of the grievance. 
 

Names of witnesses or persons who have knowledge of the grievance. 
 

Any available written documentation or evidence that is relevant to the grievance. 
 

Actions that could be taken to correct the grievance. 

 

If you wish to obtain your rights under Title VI, Title IX, or Section 504 or to obtain help in filing a grievance, contact the Execu-
tive Director of Student Services at the Administration Building. 

Student Grievance Procedure 
 

It is the policy of Scottsbluff High School not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, or disability in admission 
or access to, or treatment, or employment in its programs and activities as required by Title VI, Title IX, and Section 405 of Federal 
Law. As a student of Scottsbluff High School you are protected from discrimination in the following areas. 

 

As a student you are protected from discrimination in the following areas: 

*Admission to school *Graduation requirements 

*Access to enrollment in courses *Student rules, regulations and benefits 

*Access to and use of school facilities *Treatment as a married and/or pregnant student 

*Counseling and guidance materials, tests and practices *Health services 



Schedules and updates are online at https://bit.ly/3vp52M2 

2022 Bearcat Boys Tennis 
Varsity & JV Schedules 

    
Date Type Time Home/Host 

    

08-25-22 Dual 2:00PM Alliance 

    

08-26-22 Dual 3:00PM Lexington 

08-26-22 Dual 3:00PM Lexington 

    

08-27-22 Invitational 8:30AM McCook 

    

09-01-22 Dual 2:00PM Alliance 

    

09-02-22 Invitational 9:00AM Scottsbluff 

    
09-03-22 Triangular 9:00AM Scottsbluff 

    

09-09-22 Dual 3:00PM North Platte 

    

09-10-22 Invitational 8:00AM North Platte 

    

09-15-22 Invitational 8:00AM Lexington 

    

09-17-22 Triangular 9:00AM Scottsbluff 

09-17-22 Triangular 9:00AM Gering 

    

09-22-22 Dual 5:00PM Adams Central 

    

09-23-22 Invitational 8:00AM Hastings (NE) 

    

09-26-22 Invitational 10:00AM North Platte 

    

09-27-22 Dual 12:00PM Scottsbluff 

09-27-22 Triangular 2:00PM Gering 

    

10-01-22 Invite 10:00AM Hastings (NE) 

    

10-04-22 Triangular 12:30PM McCook 

    

10-08-22 Invitational 8:00AM Kearney Catholic 

    

10-13-22 State TBD Woods Tennis Center 

    

10-14-22 State Tournament TBD Woods Tennis Center 

10-15-21 State Tournament TBD Woods Tennis Center 

https://bit.ly/3vp52M2

